Application of pusher in mini-invasive patent ductus arteriosus ligation.
The possibility of a residual shunt is a major drawback to current minimally invasive procedures for the treatment of patent ductus arteriosus (PDA). From April 1997 to October 1999, 30 patients (10 males, 20 females) underwent PDA ligation by a modified technique that uses a pusher for securing the ligate of PDA via posterolateral minithoracotomy at our hospital. No complication or mortality occurred. Postoperative echocardiography also revealed no residual shunt. In this article, we introduce this simple, safe procedure for PDA ligation.